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Papen is recalled
The discovery of the plot caused great anger in both
camps. Dr. Schuschnigg was furious that the German
Government, who had officially guaranteed by solemn
agreement the independence of Austria, should hatch plots
in their own fold for the destruction of Austria. On the
other hand, Hitler was raving because Herr von Papen,
who was to deliver the Austrian fortresses into the hands
of the Third Reich, had himself betrayed the plot to the
Austrians.
Berlin regarded Papen's immediate recall as certain.
But there was a week's delay before it came. For, in the
period between 24th January, and 4th February, 1938, the
German Government was once more involved in a crisis of
the first order, and was faced with a complete remodelling.
Just then the National Socialist Party was mustering its
forces for a conclusive blow against the hitherto unconquered
Reichswehr and the diplomats. General von Blomberg
and Freiherr von Neurath who, as moderate Junkers, had
resisted the violent foreign policy of the Hitler regime were
forced to resign. The same fate befell the German Com-
mander-in-Chief, General von Fritsch, who has died since
then under sinister circumstances at the Polish Front.
On 4th February, 1938, the new German Government,
National Socialist in totoy was formed. Herr von Ribbentrop
became Foreign Minister in Neurath's place, Hitler himself
took over the command of the forces in place of General
von Fritsch. The Commander of Army-District No. i
(Konigsberg), General von Brauchitsch, replaced General
von Blomberg. Now the National Socialist Party could be
indifferent to influence from any quarter, conservative or
otherwise, and Hitler could set about conquest by violence,
supported by the army and the diplomatists.
Two relics of the earlier diplomatic period were relieved
of their posts. They were Herr von Papen in Vienna and
Herr von Hassel in Rome.
Herr von Papen, momentarily in Hitler's bad books, left
Vienna as early as 6th February. While he was on his way